
USG Finance Committee Minutes     VPF: John Harris Alexander 
Meeting Date: 2019.11.07     Recorded By: John Harris Alexander 
Meeting Time: 7:00 pm 
Meeting Location: LBC 208 
Corresponding Senate Session: 2019.11.19 

Attendance: 
Name: Role: Attendance: 
John Harris 
Alexander Vice President for Finance 

Present 

Olivia Johnson FSG Senator Present 
Michael Chen SLAG Senator Present 
Raj Maity SSESG Senator Excused 
Koustubh Pareek Senator and/or ASG Senator Present 
Skylar McClane Senator and/or PHUSG Senator Present 
Raymond Baltz Senator Present 
Deja Wells Senator Present 
Jane Rushing Associate Director for Administration and Finance Present 
Dean Miller Freshman Leadership Program Present 
Janaki Sundaresan Freshman Leadership Program Present 
Zach Rubin Freshman Leadership Program Present 
Danny Levin Student At Large Present 
Ryan Kosson Student At Large Present 
Marlene Rees Student At Large Present 
Parshva Vakharia Student At Large Present 
>Hold for Spring< Student At Large N/A 

 

Finance Committee Agenda: 
 
 
Tulane University Service-Dog Training and Education Program- Travel Fund 
Request 
7:20pm 
Kai and Atticus. Raised for 14 months and come February needs to return for advanced 
training. Funding to drop off in Dallas which is headquarters of training. Drop-off ceremony and 
tour of facility. Walk through of Atticus’ life after Tulane training. Flight was cheapest she could 
find. CCI is partnered with Southwest so it is the only legal airline to fly on with Atticus. 243 on 
the flight. Hotel is directly across the street from the facility so it saves on local travel in area. 
Difference in flight and total transportation is built into request for local travel and increases in 
flight cost. Flight has increased by $5 since submission. Don’t fund local transport. Advisor 
should purchase with T&E card. 
Discussion on the hotel rate including taxes and fees or not. Is flight to Dallas/Orlando? Dallas.  
Item Amount Requested Amount Funded 
Transportation 400 300 
Lodging 100 100 
TOTAL 500 400 



Requested: 500 
Approved: 400 
Vote: 12-1-0 
 
Tulane Organization for Global Affairs- Travel Fund Request 
7:35pm 
President and Treasurer. Total ask is for the conference travel and lodging but not registration 
fees. Registration is there as they had to cover the registration even when a delegate dropped 
out. Request includes local transportation. Purchased 7 plane tickets, however only 6 students 
were able to go. Took fewer to this conference as it was Halloween weekend and parents 
weekend. Flights were 514 each which is high because the travel agency misbooked the flights. 
Required by Tulane to go through the travel agency. Conference was at hotel of lodging. 
Porterage fee was mandatory for those staying in the conference hotel. Other trips will be 
cheaper as 2 future conferences will be driving distance next semester. Delegate/delegation fee 
discussion. 
Hard to dispute anything as this is retroactive. Keep in mind that this is a part of their 
understood travel cap. 
T- 3736 
L- 1662 
R- 50 
Item Amount Requested Amount Funded 
Transportation 4003.83 3736 
Lodging 1661.94 1662 
Registration 49.75 50 
TOTAL 5715.52 5448 

Requested: 5715.52 
Approved: 5448 
Vote: 13-0-0 
 
Juggling Club- Travel Fund Request 
7:50pm 
Transportation- Flights are for day before and last day of tournament. On the dates looking into 
the flights, the flights were expensive. American has the only nonstop flight from New Orleans. 
Lodging- Looked into nearby hotels and is a little confusing as some are slightly cheaper than 
tournament hotel, however they have noticeable local transport necessities. Host Hotel with 
tournament rate was cheapest opportunity. Tournament team registration is 225 and the 
difference is US Chess Federation registration for 2 members of the team. Lodging requested is 
for 1 room for 4 nights. Request is just rate non-inclusive of taxes and fees. Participant years: 2 
seniors, 1 junior, 1 second-year grad student. 
We get an allotment from GAPSA annually so an individual being a grad student should not be 
considered. Thoughts on funding/not funding the individual memberships in the national 
registration. 
Item Amount Requested Amount Funded 
Transportation 1300 1300 
Lodging 415 415 
Registration 305 305 
TOTAL 2020 2020 



Requested: 2020 
Approved: 2020 
Vote: 12-1-0 
 
Chinese Students and Scholars Association- Programming Fund Request 
8:05pm 
Brought some copies of the cost breakdown of the event. VP and member are trying to promote 
event. 3 key points- celebrate one of the biggest Chinese Festivals (Singles Day)- 2 traditions: 
becoming couples for singles & shopping discount rates. TCSSA wants to promote the cultural 
aspect of the event for Chinese students at Tulane to get to know one another. 2nd purpose is to 
announce/celebrate the Tulane Alumni Club in China. Idea is that American and International 
students have different group opportunities so this helps Chinese students by having the Tulane 
Alumni Club connect with students through their lifetimes. In Qatar Ballroom. Would be 
purchasing tables (tall round tables). Storage of tables? Stage equipment for lights and sound 
and performances (800 includes set up and breakdown). Open to renting tables but the cost of 
renting/purchase is relatively similar. Looking to use the tables at multiple events throughout the 
academic year and next year. Food and drink is from Costco and Chinese food. 
Discussing difference of renting/purchasing tables. Singles Day has already happened. 
 
Event has not been submitted on WaveSync and the food things have not either. 
Item Amount Requested Amount Funded 
Event 2500 0 
TOTAL 2500 0 

Requested: 2500 
Approved: 0 
Vote: 11-0-2 
 
Gender and Sexuality Advisory Council- Programming Fund Request 
8:20pm 
Looking to bring in Indiya Moore. A prominent transgender activist and community figure. They 
will give a talk and have a Q&A after with a smaller talk after. The smaller talk would be for 
leaders from GSAC and them. GSAC also has a date and has booked the proper room. 
Finalizing their visit to Tulane. Requesting the 24500 as it is large but would like to see Tulane 
bring more representational speakers to campus. This particular person is highly relevant and 
would be great to bring in for GSAC. 24500 is the honoraria request. Indiya Moore is the lead 
actor in the series Pose. They are an activist for the trans community. If full amount not funded, 
GSAC would have to look elsewhere for the funding. $1000 being contributed from multiple org 
budgets to help in putting this on. GSAC has a list of other options they would also like to come 
should they fall through. Other funding options are not up to the amount necessary to put this 
event on. 
Discussions on the attendance of the event. Request is particularly early and planned. TUVA 
type scenario should not be a consideration of what could happen due to new checks and 
protocols for VPF and advisor. GSAC has gotten funding from other places in the past. OGSD is 
not contributing money to this. 
23500- 6-6-1 (VPF votes in the event of a tie) Affirmative: 7-6-1 
24500- 3-8-1 (vote failed) 
Item Amount Requested Amount Funded 
Honoraria 24500 23500 



TOTAL 24500 23500 
Requested: 24500 
Approved: 23500 
Vote: 6-6-1 (VPF Voted in the Affirmative) Final: 7-6-1 
 
Undergraduate Student Government- Reserve Fund Request 
8:35pm 
A project of the sustainability committee. Project is putting 5 solar powered umbrellas at the PJs 
on Willow. Have 3 usb ports so people can charge while at tables. Student affairs has agreed to 
match the funds provided by USG. This could potentially be used as leverage/proof for large-
scale solar on campus. This can also increase student exposure to initiatives from USG. Price 
includes shipping. Installation will be done by Tulane facilities through discussion with the 
campus planner. Warranty lasts 5 years. The umbrellas will be maintained by PJs. Existing 
umbrellas are up for replacement already so these would replace. Company is PowerSol and 
their main focus is on visibility of small scale solar. 6 hours of sunlight can provide up to 18 
hours of charging. Can USG and Student Affairs put signage on it? Placard? PJs could not offer 
funding. 
Item Amount Requested Amount Funded 
Solar Umbrellas 4638.13 4638.13 
TOTAL 4638.13 4638.13 

Requested: 4638.13 
Approved: 4638.13 
Vote: 7-0-6 
 


